Mystique, culture, et société. Michel Meslin by Culianu, Ioan Petru
  
 University of Groningen






IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
1985
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Culianu, I. P. (1985). Mystique, culture, et société. Michel Meslin. History of Religions, 24(3), 288-289.
https://doi.org/10.1086/463009
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the





              Mystique, culture, et société
             by Michel Meslin
Review by: Ioan Petru Culianu
Source: History of Religions, Vol. 24, No. 3 (Feb., 1985), pp. 288-289
Published by: The University of Chicago Press
Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/1062266
Accessed: 30-10-2018 10:54 UTC
 
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide
range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and
facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
https://about.jstor.org/terms
The University of Chicago Press is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and
extend access to History of Religions
This content downloaded from 129.125.19.61 on Tue, 30 Oct 2018 10:54:08 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms
 to the object of investigation (in this case, religious silence). Even in case a
 doubt may arise as to the validity of the methodology, this attempt deserves
 being acknowledged as very meritorious. [IOAN PETRU CULIANU, University of
 Groningen]
 Dieu et dieux: Noms et nom. Actes du colloque du 20 fevrier 1982 et annexes.
 Edited by MICHEL TAILLE. Angers: Universite Catholique de l'Ouest, 1983.
 Pp. 230.
 This interesting volume edited by Michel Taille puts together eighteen con-
 tributions, followed by linguistic notes, concerning the name(s) of god(s).
 The book is opened by the authoritative paper of Michel Meslin, leader of
 the hermeneutical trend in French history of religions today. Faithful to his
 broad psychoanalytical approach, Meslin comments here on God as Father,
 especially in the Jewish tradition.
 The other contributions are by Roger Texier (Deus causa sui), Nicole
 Belayche (Theos Hypsistos), Bertrand Ham (apophatic theology), J.-P.
 Boutinet (name of God in social sciences), Cornelia Comorowski (name of
 God in Marxist literary criticism), Cicerone Poghirc (God in Indo-European
 languages), Bernard Henry (notion of divinity in Etruscan), Bechir Melliti
 (Allah), Shahnaz Daghighi (God in Bahai religion), Francois Falc'hun (Celtic
 gods), Angel Iglesias (God in Spanish), Paolo Fazzino (God in Francis of
 Assisi and Dante Alighieri), Andre Bogaert (God in German), Michel Taille
 (God in Icelandic and English), J.-P. Chauveau (God in Old French), and
 Gabriel Guillaume (names of divine persons in Christian prayer).
 The addendum contains texts and translations concerning the name(s) of
 god(s) in several languages.
 This volume represents a useful piece of scholarship and may interest all
 students of religion. [IOAN PETRU CULIANU, University of Groningen]
 Mystique, culture, et societe. Edited by MICHEL MESLIN. Paris: Universite de
 Paris-Sorbonne, Groupe dhistoire comparee des religions, 1983. Pp. 107.
 Representing the proceedings of the colloquium "Mystique, culture, et
 societe" organized by Michel Meslin, April 22-23, 1983, at the Center of
 Comparative Religion of the University of Sorbonne (Paris), this excellent
 volume puts together six contributions by leading scholars of the francophone
 world.
 The language of the mystics in comparative perspective is the theme with
 which Michel Meslin opens the volume; he is followed by Carl-Andre Keller
 (the Tamil mystic poet Tirunavukkaracar, also known as Appar), Michel
 Chodkiewicz (Ibn 'Arabl), Marie-Madeleine Davy (mysticism of the Beguines),
 Regis Boyer (Swedenborg), Nguyen Tri-Minh (Therese of Lisieux), and Andre
 Devaux (Simone Weil).
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 In the last two contributions, the dangers of mysticism are constantly
 checked by a psychoanalytical viewpoint. The case of Emanuel Swedenborg
 and his visions is also the object of psychological considerations. Of course, as
 Michel Meslin conspicuously observes, history of religions must always have
 its own point of view as far as mysticism all over the world is concerned, thus
 preventing the social and psychological sciences from taking over entirely.
 The French Groupe d'histoire comparee des religions under the leadership of
 Michel Meslin has its own distinct physiognomy and has put an indelible
 imprint on this volume. [IOAN PETRU CULIANU, University of Groningen]
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